ATHLETIC COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 16, 2008 – Agenda Item 13.0

SECTION VI PRE-SEASON REPORT

SOFTBALL 2008

Co-Chairs: Larry Lash and Mark Kruzynski 

From State Softball Committee meeting November 8, 2007
1. 
Presentation/discussion on Rule changes-- very few--quick presentation on the benefits of using Federation Rules; State seems to be pushing this; we quickly voted keep using ASA rules.

2. 
Review of State Tournament at Binghamton- ok. Came off well despite poor field presentation, faulty scoreboards and sound systems, and lack of volunteers. Next year in Binghamton. Next 2 years in section 5 @ Brockport. Section 6 should be next in the rotation, but suddenly there is concern about losing money at State Tournaments, and we will have to "bid" to host the tournament. Our geographic location in the State appears to be a bigger problem.

3. 
Long debate/discussion about Regional Pairings. 11 sections means that some sections play 2 Regional games to qualify for the State semi-finals; our Section 6/5 pairing means we only have to play 1 game to get there. Very good discussion about the number of schools in a section being unequal.


Example: Section 6 has 16 Class C schools, Section 5 has 34. Section 5's C schools will have to play 1 or 2 more games to get to the Regional game- is that fair? Is it fair that our Regional is only 1 game, but others must win 2 regional games? There was little discussion about changing Regional Pairings, and there is a major effort going on to add at-large teams to each Regional. Doubleheaders will be played at each Regional in order to advance to the State Tournament. We are in the sub-committee stage.

4. 
Long debate/discussion about Number of Bench Personnel at Sectional Final games and Regionals/State Tournament. Only 20 designated Bench Personnel will be allowed in the dugout area at a game. That is official, and others are to be removed. Right or wrong, fair or unfair, this is the rule. That number includes coaches, players, scorekeepers, managers, etc. 20! Others will have to be outside of the dugout and playing field area.

5. 
Codes of Conduct---coaches and supervising personnel will also have to sign Codes of Conduct now.

6.  
Regional games will be on June 10, 2008 as follows:  


Section 6: 
AA, A, & B games at Niagara Falls HS
AA-4:30, A- 5:00, B- 7:00

Section 5:
C & D games at Scio HS

C @ 4:00, D @ 6:00

7. 
If it ever came to it, and Regional games could not be completed by Friday night, June 13, the tie breaking system would be our normal points system (for seeding), but include all games played, not just league games.

8. 
No discussion or interest in changing the pitching rubber to 43'.

Notes/minutes from Section 6 Softball Committee meeting on November 14, 2007
1. 
Presentation of news from State Committee meeting.

2. 
Debate/Discussion on Open Tournament: should we continue, change to something else. Vote was 11-2 to keep the Open tournament. We will continue to use the Opt Out method of deciding participation in Sectionals.

3. 
Debate/discussion about "Seeding". Lots of discussion, but no change: we will seed by our present Power Point System.

4.  
Officials for Sectionals: Jim Craig will take all coaches recommendation forms, and officials evaluation forms from section chairman, and work with official's assigning agents to assign officials for sectional play. Mr. Craig will assign officials for Finals & Regional play. Mr. Craig will not be officiating games during sectional play.
5.
Opening date for practice is March 5, unless your league sets a different starting date. Seeding meeting is May 27 @ 7:00 @ Depew high school. Qualifiers May 29, Pre-Quarter May 30, Quarterfinal- June 3, Semi- June 5, Finals @ Jamestown High School Complex. Times: Field 1—1:30-D, 3:30-AA, 5:30-A. Field 2—2:00-C, 4:00-B. There is a lot of concern about the lack of lighted fields, but we want to reach some compromise with geographic concerns that continue to plague us. It is an SAT day, so we must start late, and it may be difficult to get 5 games in before darkness. We will alternate between North & South sites on a yearly basis. It is very important to our Committee that we keep all classes together for our Finals. We want 2, nearly permanent, sites so that Finals are a special event, with all classes, at classy sites.

6.  The Senior game is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, June 18, at New Era Park. 2 games at 5:00, and 2 games at 7:00. Any senior can play.

7. 
Make sure any bats that you order, or have ordered on not on the ASA "banned" list.
Softball Dates 2008

1st Practice:  
Wednesday 3/5
1st Scrimmage:  
Wednesday 3/12

1st Contest: 

Friday 3/14

Easter: 

Sunday  3/23

Memorial Day: 
Monday 5/28

Sectional Playoffs:  
5/29-6/7 See table below

Season Ends: 
6/18 

2008 Exam dates: 
ACT:  4/12, 6/14
SAT:  5/3, 6/7
Regents:  6/17-6/26

Play-Off Calendar 2008
	SOFTBALL
	CLASS
	DATE
	LOCATION

	Seeding Meeting:
	
	May 27
	Depew HS 7:00 

	Qualifiers:
	AA,A,B
	May 29
	Higher Seed - 4:30

	Pre-Quarters:
	AA,A,B, C,D
	May 30
	Higher Seed - 4:30

	Quarters:
	AA,A,B, C,D
	June 3
	Higher Seed - 4:30

	Semifinals:
	AA,A,B, C,D
	June 5
	Higher Seed - 4:30

	Finals:
	AA,A,B, C,D
	June 7
	Jamestown HS   D-1:30 field 1, C-2:00 field 2, 

B-4:00 field 2, A-5:30 field 1, AA-3:30 field 1

	Regionals:
	AA,A, B
	June 10 
	Niagara Falls H.S.  B-7:00, A-5:00, AA-4:30

	
	C, D
	June 10
	Scio H.S. (5) D-6:00, C-4:00

	States:
	
	June 14
	BAGSI, Binghamton, Section 4


PAGE  
14

