SECTION VI PRE-SEASON REPORT

BOYS VOLLEYBALL 2008
Chairperson: Walt Stefani
April 25, 2008
The Boys State Volleyball Meeting was held in Albany, April 24, 2008.

I.
Changes for 2008-09:

1.)  There will be no rule changes for the 2008-09 boys volleyball season.  As in the past, rules are changed/adapted after Olympic play (2008 – China).  Therefore, the committee decided to remain status quo on rules until after the Olympics of 2008.


2.)  The Committee will propose to move to the NCAA Rulebook for the 2009-10.

3.)  The ECIC will move from Best of 3 match play to Best of 5 match play for all matches in 2008.  The deciding game will be to 25.

4.)  Officials will be rated once again for 2008-09.  Teams will also be rated into strength/quality classifications for 2008.  A proposal will be given to Tom Cowen on classifying teams.  Teams then will be matched with similar strength/quality officials.  Hopes are to put stronger/veteran/higher rated officials on stronger matches (teams that present greater challenges because of greater skill).

II.
Regional State Intersectional 2008:

Section 3 will host the Regional Intersectional State Championship on November 8, 2008 at Cicero North High School. Beginning play at 9:00 a.m. for the 5 Class A Sections (Sections 1,2,3,5,6).  The Class A Finals will play at 5:00 pm. The two Class B Sections (Sections 5, 6) will play the Class B Finals at 3:00 pm.


Future Regionals will be as follows:



1.)
Nov. 14, 2009
Section 5



2.)
Nov. 13, 2010
Section 6

III. Regionals Discussion and Report:


Regional Champions – 2007



Class A

Burnt Hills – Section 2

Class A Runner-up
Orchard Park – Section 6



Class B

Eden – Section 6

Class B Runner-up
Victor – Section 5

Positives:


1.)  Section 2 was very organized and prepared


2.)  No incidents on or off the court.  Excellent supervision.


3.)  Courts and locker rooms were well prepared


4.)  The Program was very professional.


5.)  Concessions were very good.


Negatives:


1.)  Admission fee to high ($8.00 per person).  All reps at the meeting agreed.  


2.)  Awards seen as too minimal - small plaques for winners ONLY, no t-shirts, medals, etc


3.)  No certificates for the Regional All Tournament Selections.


4.)  No T-Shirt Vendors


5.)  Athletes required to purchase Programs for souvenirs.


6.)  Despite revenues in the black, the State gives the appearance of being CHEAP by not providing at least a minimal of attention/gifts/awards for competing.


** Out of this discussion concerning the negatives, the committee negotiated with Nina Van Erk the purchase of awards/shirts/pullovers that may be available for the 2008 Regionals.  Nina was very proactive and supportive.  She acknowledged that Boys Volleyball is the only Regional Sport that is moving forward towards an eventual true State Championship.  That State Championship could be a reality in the next 2-3 years, if not sooner!


** A discussion was had concerning Class B (Section 5 & 6) traveling to Albany to play one match for the Regional Final.  The distance and the expense were reasons for looking into keeping the Class B Regional within Section 5 and 6 since they were the only two sections sending representatives for Regional competition.  The Committee agreed that those were solid reasons for limiting travel but also acknowledged that having Class A and Class B at the Regional made the Regional more an event.  With the Regional in Section 3 in 2008 and coming back to Section 5 and 6 in successive years, the discussion was tabled.  It is also hoped that by then Boys Volleyball would be a true State Championship with expenses transferred to the State.

IV.
Other Discussion Topics:

1.)  Section 3 had problems with lines people being heckled by fans.  A ruling was made not to have lines people for the 2008 season.  The committee unanimously agreed that this represents  a negative impact on the refereeing of the match.  Officials cannot see the entire court without the support of lines people.  Officials were concentrating more on line calls rather than court/ball handling calls that reduced the quality of matches.  The problem was not poor line calling but poor supervision/crowd control.  The Committee does not support the removal of lines people.  Rather, better training of lines people and/or paid adults to call lines.

2.)  Travel rosters for sectionals can contain up to 21 members.  That may include coach family members, statisticians, etc.  This is different from a coach's playing team roster.


3.)  All coaches/athletes suited up for competition at Regionals must sign a code of conduct.


4.)  Rosters and team pictures will be posted at the NYSPSAA website.  Chairs can upload and 
update.


5.)  Section 1 is on board and will compete in 2008.

6.)  Boys Volleyball is getting very close to a True State Championship.  The 2008 Regional will be attended by 5 Sections – one less that the required 6 required for a State Title.  Possibly Sections 8, 9, 11 may join in the near future.  

V.
Proposals:

1.) A restructuring of Regional Volleyball Entry Fee will be re-submitted to the Executive committee for consideration from a flat $8.00 fee to a tiered entry fee:

$7.00 - Adults/ $5.00 - Senior Citizens/ $4.00 - Students with School ID/ Under 7 years old - FREE.

VI.
Reminders:
These are located in the NYS Handbook.

**   Only 15 games allowed in one day at tournaments

**   Single game tiebreakers in tournaments do not count as part of the 15 per day rule.

**   There should be at least 10 minutes rest between matches in tournament play.

** Minimum team practices needed are 6 and minimum individual practices are 4.

** Maximum number of matches is 24.  Tournaments count as one match.  Sectionals do not count towards the 24 limit.

**  For record keeping purposes, only a completed best of three or best of five match can be counted towards team/coaches wins/losses record.  Pool play of only two games and one game playoffs do not count towards record.

VII.
Sectional Playoffs 2008:

The Open Sectional Format in which all teams will qualify despite record will be used.  Seeding will be by the current power point system that is outlined in the Section VI Boys Volleyball Handbook.  According to the Handbook, there are 17 Class A schools and 12 Class B schools competing in boy’s volleyball.  All competition would be completed in four days of play: 

Qualifier (if needed)
10/27/08

Play at Highest seed’s court @ 6:00 pm

Pre-quarters 

10/28/08

Play at Highest seed’s court @ 6:00 pm

Quarters 

10/30/08

Play at Highest seed’s court @ 6:00 pm 

Semi finals 

11/01/08

@ TBA (poss. Eden HS)
Class TIMES TBA

Finals  


11/5/08

@ TBA (poss. Hamburg HS)
Class A  6:00 pm










        
Class B  8:00 pm

Regional Championship
11/8/08
@ Section 3 – Cicero-North

VIII. Next State Meeting:

April 24, 2009 @ NYSPHSAA Office in Albany, NY
