


Athletic Council Meeting January 16, 2008 – Agenda item 11.0


To:

Mr. Bob Dinse, Executive Secretary – Section 6

From:

Walt R. Stefani – Section 6 Boys Volleyball Representative

Subject:
Boys Volleyball Post-Season Report

1.) 2007 was a great year for Boys Volleyball in Western New York.  As in years past, the quality of boy’s volleyball was quite high.  Many boys are being recruited for collegiate play at various levels.

2.) An effort is continuing to recruit graduating seniors into the ranks of refereeing.  Coaches and officials are working to develop interest and increase the pool of available referees.

3.) The Regional Intersectionals developing into a true State Championship is still a goal of many coaches in Section VI.  There has been some dialog with other regions concerning a state title but progress is painstakingly slow.  I am planning to attend the State Meeting in Albany in April 2008 to represent our Section and support the continuance of the Intersectional program for boy’s volleyball and vote on any new rule proposals.

4.) New to 2007, sectional semifinals were split at two different sites – Class B at East Aurora and Class A at Lake Shore.

5.) Financially, the matches created a positive cash flow.

6.)
I am glad to report that Boys Volleyball experienced NO sportsmanship violations during the season (at least none were reported).

7.)
Financial Data:  (See attached for the site worksheets):


Actual 2004
Actual 2005
Actual 2006
Actual 2007


Gross Income
$4500

$5632

$3432

$5188



Admin. Expense
$825

$580

$652

$1439



Officials Expense
$1056

$1080

$1082

$1210

NET TOTAL

$2619

$3972

$2768

$2539

8.)
The Section 6 Sectionals will tentatively be hosted at the following high schools for the 2008 season.  Both schools are seeking administrative approval before final commitment:

Sectional Semifinals

Eden HS


Times TBA





(November 1, 2008)

Sectional Finals

Hamburg HS


6:00 pm -  Class A





(November 5, 2008)

8:00 pm -  Class B

Regional Intersectional
Site/Date T.B.A.

TBA

9.)
Sectional Champions for 2007 were Orchard Park in Class A and Eden in Class B.  Regional Intersectional Champions were Burnt Hills - Class A (Section 2) and Eden Class B (Section 6).  Section 2 hosted the Regional Intersectionals.

10.)
Again, I would like to look into the possibility of changing the lack of financial support that has been provided for our representatives to the Regional Intersectional Championship.  They receive very little to attend despite being full supporting members of Section VI.  It seems that since there is always a positive cash flow generated by boy’s sectional volleyball, funds should be used to support the volleyball programs that are advancing to the Regionals.

11.)
REPORT:  Regional State Intersectional Championship – Section 2 -  2007:

Section 2 did a fine job in hosting the Regional State Championship for Boy’s Volleyball.  The competition was excellent and the site was clean and receptive.
 

Again I have to stress that the complaints surrounding this quality event were very strong.  Despite the positive cash flow from Boys Volleyball, very little money in returned.  Plaques were small and no 2nd place plaques were awarded as have been in the past.  No team tee shirts or medals as in previous years.  Section VI took in over $2500.00 in net profits alone.  Couple that with the proceeds from the other Regions, it would be easy to pay for all expenses for the Regional State Championship and still provide plaques, medals, shirts, etc.  That financial effort on the part of the State certainly would go far to present a legitimate Region.   Having the second place finishers receive only a handshake was embarrassing to say the least.  There was no tee shirt vendor so that the athletes and their parents could purchase a souvenir.  Each team was given only one complimentary program.  I gave the program to my co-coach and I had to buy my own!  Teams received 2 complimentary volleyballs – not the three that was initially advertised.  

 

Admission was raised from $7.00 in 2006 to $8.00 in 2007.  That fee is very high for the little that was returned.  We are a Regional Intersectional State Championship and not a true State Title Tournament but we charged as if it were a true State Title Finals at a collegiate site that was paid for by the State.  Past Finals that I have participated in provided much more to the athletes and teams despite a lower entrance fee.  In fact, a few short years ago, I hosted the Finals and we received coolers, water jugs, and individual water bottles for the teams.  Power Aide provided power aide mix and cups.  We also gave out 4 plaques.  I run a HS Tournament composed of 8 teams, take in much less revenue, and have the ability to provide 1st and 2nd place trophies, a MVP trophy, 6 All Tournament trophies, and medallions to the winners with NO fan admittance charge.

 

In April 2007, I proposed a tiered admission that considered senior citizens, young children, and students with school ID.  It appears as if the State did not consider any of my propositions or any of the above complaints.  Rather, 2007 provided less at more cost to the fans.  The State really needs to visit this problem and think seriously about the image they want to have in the public’s eye.  The fans that came to the Finals are an educated volleyball crowd and they know how volleyball events are promoted.  The $8.00 admission fee comes off as profiteering.

Further, I would like State to strongly consider that Class B should play locally in Section V and Section VI as they are the only sections competing in that class.  Why travel at great expense to play one match with few fans?  Class A should continue to travel and rotate the Regional State Championship between the sections as is because of the tournament nature of competition. 
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